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afraid you will think this very expensive, especially
as I have lately bought a large Latin dictionary."19
He was so successful a student that during a part
of his last year he was placed in a class by himself.
Even earlier he had " found time out of school hours
to take private lessons with the Mathematical
Master of the college . . . and to attend lectures
given by the well-known Dr. Carpenter on Natural
Philosophy, Zoology, and Chemistry," sciences
little taught then even in the universities.20 But
most of all he profited from his daily association
with Dr. Prichard, to whom we may trace, accord-
ing to Hutton, " that interest in the speculative side
of ethnological research, the results of which are
best seen in Bagehot's book on Physics and Poli-
tics"** Indeed Bagehot was exposed to nothing
in vain.
Up until the time when he entered the university,
Walter was, as I have said, chiefly under the
influence of his parents. They guided and con-
trolled him, and the education which he received
was virtually their work. Undoubtedly he derived
the very greatest advantages from this education.
It provided him at an early age with a large body
of knowledge, developed extraordinary powers of
industry and concentration, schooled him in self-
restraint, as well as in habits of orderly living and
thinking, and was probably a great force in keep-
ing his life so singularly free from the error and
vacillation which turns to clay the feet of many a
literary idol Yet Thomas Bagehot, with all his
admirable discretion and loving kindness, was
perhaps too severe. Like most Victorians he seems
to have felt that life is iniquitous save where it